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It is very difficult to accept your child is not playing as much as you may
hope. Coaches are professionals. They make judgment decisions based on
what they believe to be best for all students involved. Certain things can
and should be discussed with your child’s coach. Other things, such as
playing time, must be left to the discretion of the coach.

Issues not appropriate to discuss with your
child’s coach:


Amount of Playing time



Team strategy



Coaching strategies



Other student-athletes

There are situations that may require a conference between the coach and
the parent. These are to be encouraged. It is important that both parties
involved have a clear understanding of the other’s position. When these
conferences are necessary, the following procedure should be followed to
help promote a resolution to the issue of concern.

If you have a concern to discuss with a coach, the
procedure you should follow:
1.

Talk to the coach to request a time to meet to discuss your concerns.

2.

Do not attempt to confront a coach with your concerns, before or after
a contest or practice. These can be emotional times for both the parent and the coach. Meetings of this nature do not promote resolution.

3.

If you have been unable to come to resolution, contact the Athletic

Director, Ed Sack at 248-203-7406.
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Communications,

con’t.

Throughout the year, parents, students and coaches can continue to work

together by understanding the following:

Communication you should expect from your
child’s coach:

Table of Contents
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Team Guidelines and Information
Sportsmanship

1.

Expectations the coach has for your child as well as all the player’s on
the squad.

Student/Parent/Coach Communications

2.

Locations and times of all practices and contests.

Transportation

3.

Team requirements, i.e., special equipment, off-season conditioning.

How to Contact Us

Communication coaches expect from players:
1.

Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance.

2.

Specific concerns in regard to a coach’s philosophy and/or expectations.

As your children become involved in the programs at Roeper, they will experience some of the most rewarding moments of their lives. It is important to understand that there also may be times when things do not go
the way you or your child wishes. At these times, discussion with the coach

is encouraged.

Issues you should discuss with your child’s coach:
1.

The treatment of your child, mentally and physically.

2.

Ways to help your child improve.

3.

Concerns about your child’s behavior.
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Athlete Handbook

General Information
Purpose of Handbook
It happens on the court, the playing field or neighborhood streets. Students coming together for a
single purpose—to develop themselves mentally
and physically in pursuit of excellence in athletics.
This handbook is intended to support that goal, to
increase understanding of the commitment we
expect of our athletes, and to encourage a spirit of
good sportsmanship, teamwork and self discipline,

Page 13

Athletes Should:



Play by the letter and spirit of the rules of their games(s).



Respect officials and realize the officials are there to insure that both
teams receive fair treatment.







Not allow outside activities to interfere with practice or contests.

Realize that losing may be part of the game and learn to improve
through the experience.

Exercise self-control.
Live and compete honestly.
Be reliable and fulfill commitments.
Be loyal and put the team above personal needs.

with the goal that our students grow into the kind of men and women the

Behavior Not Permitted (by Fans, Parents or Athletes):

Roeper Athletic tradition has always been proud of.




Criticizing officials in any way.



Portable noisemakers—such as horns, bullhorns. Musical instruments
are permitted at regular season contests, but can only be used when
play is not in progress.

Goals
The importance of realizing the positive potential of each individual is
central to the Roeper School philosophy. By offering a “no-cut policy,”
any student may play given desire and commitment. Roeper students are
afforded the opportunity to explore and appreciate their own physical
potential within the context of learning about responsibility to oneself and
to the team.

Profanity, personal comments, disrespectful or derogatory yells,
chants, songs or gestures.

Student/Parent/Coach Communications
Both parenting and coaching are extremely difficult vocations. By estab-

Guided by an experienced and dedicated coaching staff, Roeper athletes
develop:

lishing an understanding of each position, we are better able to accept the



Tactical and technical expertise in each sport

when your children become involved in our program, you have a right to



Team building skills

understand what expectations are placed on your child. In order to facili-



A positive mental attitude and strong sense of self



Standards for commitment to oneself, teammates and team

program, as well as the opportunity to meet his/her coach(es). These



Respect for others and the value of practicing good sportsmanship

meetings are mandatory per MHSAA rules for JV and Varsity players and



A strong appreciation of the role physical activity plays in the
maintenance of a healthy life style within a balanced education

actions of the other and provide greater benefit to our players. As parents,

tate this, a parent meeting is held prior to the start of each of the sport
seasons for a chance to receive important information about your child’s

highly recommended for all Middle School and Stage IV players.
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Team,

con’t.

FUNDRAISING EXPECTATIONS: Participating in various fundraisers
throughout the year is an important part of the Roeper Athletic experience
and an equally important step in understanding the value of giving back to
the program. Athletes are expected to participate in our annual Citrus Sale
in the fall and the Bowlathon in the winter. In addition, parents of athletes
are encouraged to support the broader athletic program by participating in
the activities of the Roeper Booster Club. The Club meets monthly to provide for the needs of our athletes through sponsoring a variety of fundraisers and spirit events.

Sportsmanship
EXPECTATIONS: Roeper athletes are encouraged to understand and prac-
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Statement of Risk
There are many benefits to participation in athletics; however, there are

also risks. While not common, the risks of injuries, ranging from minor to
catastrophic, are impossible to eliminate. By allowing your child to participate in athletics, you are acknowledging the fact that a serious injury could
occur and that you authorize any necessary medical treatment in the case
of injury or emergency.

Insurance and Responsibility for Injury
The Roeper School does not provide athletic participation insurance. In
the event of an injury during ANY aspect of a student’s participation in the

Roeper Athletic Program, it is the responsibility of the parent(s) or their
insurance company to pay for any and all medical expenses and the cost
of attendant expenses, such as transportation or hospitalization.

tice the values of leadership, citizenship and sportsmanship in every en-

The parents and/or guardian, by allowing participation of their child agrees

deavor. Students, as athletes and spectators, can set a good example by

to release and hold harmless The Roeper School, its agents, representatives

adhering to the following guidelines:

and employees from all claims, damages or other liabilities for injuries to



Be a gracious host and show respect for opponents.

their son/daughter, which are not the result of gross negligence, intention-



Exhibit genuine concern for the opponents, especially for injured
athletes.



Respect the decisions made by contest officials.



Accept results gracefully and act fairly and courteously at all times.



Cheer positively and discourage peers who demonstrate conduct
that is inconsistent with the highest ideals of sportsmanship and
citizenship.



Maintain self-control in all circumstances.

al neglect, or willful or wanton conduct by the school, its agents, representatives or employees arising out of their child’s participation in the athletic
program.
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Players also have a responsibility to coach(es) and teammates to be at

Transportation
TRANSPORTATION: Athletes must remain under

EVERY contest. Therefore, ATHLETIC CONTESTS ARE NOT NEGOTIABLE.
Players are expected to manage their schedules accordingly. Missing games
will hurt the athlete’s development as well as the development of the team.

the supervision of the Athletic Coaching staff at all

In addition, players and parents need to understand that the rigors of high

times while at practices and games. Standards of

school sports demand a high level of commitment that often include prac-

good behavior must be maintained on a team trip

tice times during school breaks. These breaks include, but are not limited

and, for the safety of everyone, students are

to, Holiday Break, February Break, and Spring Break. In addition, high

expected to follow the directives of the school bus

school level teams often participate in Summer Camp experiences.

driver and of the coaching staff at all times.

IF YOUR CHILD IS PLANNING ON GOING OUT FOR A HIGH SCHOOL SPORT,

In general, students can expect to be transported

THEY SHOULD CHECK WITH THEIR COACH BEFORE PLANNING A VACATION

by school bus to and from athletic contests by The Roeper School.

OR SIGNING UP TO PARTICIPATE IN A SCHOOL SPONSORED TRIP.

However, because most practice and game locations are off-campus and
the school has multiple team events during any given season, it is
sometimes necessary for parents to provide or make arrangements for
transportation by private vehicle to and from various events. The coach will
inform parents if school supplied transportation will be provided, or if
private arrangements must be made.
ANY PARENT WHO WANTS THEIR STUDENT TO TRAVEL VIA PRIVATE
TRANSPORTATION WITH ANOTHER DRIVER MUST MAKE THOSE
ARRANGEMENTS DIRECTLY. The Roeper School does not endorse nonparent drivers and strongly urges parents to discuss with their children
what they deem acceptable transportation arrangements. If a student
leaves directly from an athletic event or practice with their own parents or

EQUIPMENT AND UNIFORMS: Uniforms are issued for all sports Stage IV
through Varsity. Players are responsible for turning in their uniforms at the
end of the playing season to their coach(es). Athletes not complying will
have their Grade Report held for the current semester until the uniform is
received.
STARTING DATES: Each sport has a date specified by the MHSAA when the
team can begin practice for the season. The Athletic Department holds a
preseason meeting to announce the start of each sport, prior to the begin-

ning of each season. In general, Fall sports normally begin the 2nd week in
August; Winter, the 2nd Monday in November; Spring, the 2nd Monday in
March.

with another driver, they should inform the coach. If there are any

SUBSTANCE/ALCOHOL ABUSE: Participation on an athletic team is a privi-

questions or concerns about transportation for a certain event, please

lege that carries with it responsibility to the team and to the school. Ath-

contact the Athletic Department in advance.

letes must understand that alcohol, tobacco and other drugs are harmful to
the body, hinder athletic performance, and are illegal. As such, athletes are
strictly prohibited from the use, possession, or transmittal of tobacco,

.

alcohol, or other drugs. Any athlete who violates these rules may face
serious consequences that could include dismissal from the team.
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Affiliations, con’t.
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How to Contact Us

MIAC
Since 1985, Roeper has been a member of the MIAC Conference, a group of
private and parochial schools dedicated to the betterment of athletics.
Each member school competes for conference championships in soccer
(girls/boys), basketball (girls/boys), track (girls/boys), volleyball, baseball,

Athletic Department Communications
Office Phone—248.203.7406
Leave a message for the AD at this number

cross country, and golf and post season individual honors. The 16 member
schools are divided into two divisions (Red and Blue), with divisions being

Assistant’s Voicemail—248.203.7408

selected based on stability of coaches, strength of program and enrollment.

Leave a message for the Assistant at this number

MIAC MEMBER SCHOOLS
Baptist Park

Inter-City Baptist

Oakland Christian

Office Email—athletics@Roeper.org

Calvary Christian

Lutheran Northwest

Parkway Christian

Also ed.sack@roeper.org and gloria.despard@roeper.org

Franklin Road

Lutheran South

Plymouth Christian

Greenhills

Lutheran Westland

Roeper High School

Huron Valley Lutheran

Macomb Christian

Southfield Christian
University Liggett

Team Guidelines and Information
COMMITMENT TO THE PROGRAM: Each athlete must have a strong commitment to the team. Being on a team requires teamwork, self-discipline,

Website—www.roeper.org
Schedules, Booster Club, Honors and more
Look for Athletics under each Division Tab —LS, MS, US or check the daily
event listings calendar

Website—www.schedulestar.com
Type in Roeper High School or
Roeper Middle School

loyalty, tolerance, perseverance, citizenship and sportsmanship. If an athlete has a concern or conflict, the student should talk with the team’s head
coach. Refer to the section on Student/Parent/Coach Communications.

To be added to the Athletic Department Parent Email Distribution List
please contact the Athletic Office.

PRACTICES/CONTESTS: Players have a responsibility to coach(es) and
teammates to make every effort to participate in practice sessions. Therefore, athletes shall be at ALL PRACTICE SESSIONS AND SCHEDULED ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES unless specifically excused by the coach prior to the session.
If you are going to miss practice—for any reason—notify the coach as soon
as possible; he/she will decide the outcome.

“Copyright 2005 The Roeper School”
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Affiliations
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GRADES: Students must have passed at least four full credit subjects in the
FOR UPPER SCHOOL ATHLETES ONLY

Roeper Athletics is a member of two affiliations—The Michigan High School
Athletic Association (MHSAA) and the Michigan Independent Athletic Conference (MIAC).

previous semester of enrollment, and must be currently passing four full
credit courses. The athletic department checks student’s status at the end
of each quarter. Students not passing at least four full credit courses are
ineligible to compete until they meet the requirement.
LIMITED TEAM MEMBERSHIP: After practicing with or participating with

MHSAA

high school teams, a student cannot participate in any outside athletic

Member schools agree by formal resolution to abide by and enforce com-

the same season. Exceptions include ice hockey and all individual sports,

mon rules for educational athletics as follows:

which apply the rule from the point of student’s first participation in a

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION: Athletes must have on file in the Athletic Office

a physician’s statement for the current school year (after May 15th) certifying that he/she is physically able to compete in athletic practices and contests. A student may not participate in any practice activities unless the

competition not sponsored by his or her school in the same sport during

contest or scrimmage rather than practice. Students in individual sports
may participate in a maximum of two (2) non-school individual meets or

contests during the school season while not representing their school.
ALL-STAR COMPETITION: Students shall not compete in any sport under

school has received the physician’s form.

MHSAA jurisdiction in all-star contests or national championships

TRANSFER STUDENTS: Students in grades 9 through 12 who transfer to

cause that student to become ineligible for a maximum period of one year

another high school are not eligible to participate in an interscholastic

of school enrollment.

contest for one full semester unless the student qualifies for immediate
eligibility under one or more of the thirteen published exceptions. All new
students repeating the ninth grade and all new students entering grades

10—12 must receive clearance from the athletic office prior to participat-

regardless of the method of selection. Participation in such a contest shall

GENERAL ACADEMIC YEAR LIMITATIONS: During the academic year,
outside the competitive season the following rules apply:



ing on a team.
SEMESTERS OF ENROLLMENT: Students cannot be eligible in high school

students (football—seven).



athletics for more than eight semesters and the seventh and eighth semesters must be consecutive. Students are allowed four first semesters and
four second semesters of competition.
AGE: A student becomes ineligible for competition if they are 19 years of
age before September 1st of the current school year. Students who turn 19
on or after September 1st are eligible for that school year.

A coach may not coach more than three

Use of school transportation, uniforms or
funds is not permitted.



There can be no mandatory meetings,
competitions, conditioning activities or
practices.

